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The San Ramon Valley, Mission San Josend Jose Maria Amador
Intertwined in History

The Early Days

The first €outsideevisitors to the local are:
were froma 1772 Spanish expedition led |
Franciscan Father Juan Crespi, who thought
San Ramon Valley was a suitable place fo
Mission. Mission San Jose was built close
Santa Clara County in lieu of tft@an Ramon
Valley because of the hostile Native America
living in the San Ramon Valley.

Mission San Jose was founded June
1797, by Father Fermin de Lasuen and v
number 14 of 21 California missions. It wi
named €La Mision del Gloriosisimo Patdhr
San Josese, in honor of St. Joseph. The r
closest mission geographically was Missi

Dolores, built in San Francisco in 1776.
(Cont'd Pg.2, History)

Victorian Tea was fun for all!!

The 18" Annual Tea has come and gone. What a beautiful day, what grand looking ladies and ger
outstanding baskets, what a professional fastiowsand what delicious food!

All the food was provided by Whole Faodarket The deli department really deserves kudos for
wonderful sandwiches. Each perseas served tea sandwiches with assorted fillings andmall salad The
sconesand thedessertavere also deliciousThe Foundation thanks the stafid also Tea Committee membe
Anne Prewitt and Pat Boom who worked with Christopher Wecks to organize the sponsorship with
Foods Market The Tea was GG@haired by Pat Boom and Sue Yugaontd Pg. 3, Tea)

Christopher Wecks and Lyndsey SibfaVhole Christopher Wecks of Whole Foods Market
Foods Markegenjoy a cup of tea at this year's presents Susan Piloski with her prize for be:
Victorian Tea Fundraiser outfit, asemcee, Shirley Simmg looks on




History
(fromPg. J

Mission San Jose

Nestled at the base of Fremont,s rolling it Mission San Josdn 1797 tle Missbnland as describec
by Reginald Ray Stuart i@orridor Country, reacted far and wide from the south boundary of now Alame
County, to the Sacramento River at the north, and from San Francisco Bay to a sumeniCoést Range
The entire San Ramon Valley was granted to Mission San Jose.

During a recent tour of the Mission, we learned that Jose Amador,s father supervised the buildin
original Mission. Later you will see the large role Jose Amador playé#tkidevelopment of the San Ram
Valley.

The site had many natural resources. Under dedicated padres, direction, Mission San Jose tt
became the most resourceful, prosperous and successful Mission in Northern California. It maintai
herdsof cattle, horses, mules and sheep, and it furnished much of the food for other Missions as
government entities. Many foreigners came to visit and trade for Mission products, and it became a
for many settlers after their treacherous we&r the Sierra Nevada Mountains.

The adobe museum building is a surviving remnant of the huge oragieatectande of living quarters,
shops and storeroom$he originaladobe churclwas destroyed by an earthquake in 1868.  St. Jo
Church replace the Missionchurch andemained in place until the Mission was restoredareplica of the
1809 adobe church was completed in 1984hen St. Joseph Church was moved, the long lost grave s
Robert Livermorganother prominent local nam&as found If you visit Mission San Jose church, the gre
stone is stilin the floor.

Rancho San Ramon

Two San Ramon Valley ranchos were granted by Mexico to former Presidio soldiers. Don Jost
Amador was the Major Domo (Administrator) at MissianSos. A huge rancho (Rancl8an Ramon) was
granted to himf north to south from what is now Crow Canyon Road to the border of Dublin, and €
west between the two ranges of hfllever five square leagues of land, approximately 20,000 acres.

In 1826,Amador and his wife Dolores Pachecoved to their granted landvirginia Smith Bennettin
Dublin Reflectionsand Stuart inCorridor Country, describedRanchoSan RamonAmador grazeé 24,000
cattle, sheep and piglative American$uilt the first adobe tuses and farmed the lafar Amador Shops
were also built to produce cloth, shoes, soap, saddles, thimni farm tools, and harnesseand Amador,s
vineyard held 1500 vines and 50 trees in the orchar#i837, Amador and Robert Livermore planted crc
in what is now known as Sunol.

Jose Maria Amador

Jose Maria Amador, a Spanidlmerican, was born at the Presidio in San Francisco in 1794
mentioned earliethis father was prominent in the area and was stationed at the Presdido when Jose
was born. Over his long lifeDon Jose MaridAmador had three wives and was the father of 22 children.

Before the Gold Rusin 1848,he went to the mountains (now Amador County) and brought back
pounds of gold within a period of two weeks (near whabig known as the city of Amador).

As Gold Rush settlers moved into this area and squatted on Amador,s land, he began to sell off hi
the San Ramon Valleyn Dublin Reflectionghe early purchases were list@the Leo Norris family made the
first legal purchase with clear title to a league of land (the NW corner) in 1851. Aswddladditionalland
to Samuel Russe(Forest Home Farms)eremiah Fallon, Michael Murray, James Witt Dougherty (10,
acres), and William Glaskins. Amadswldtheseparcels at a low price and his indebtedness .grew

Penniless, he lived with a daughter in Watsonville until his death in 1883 at the age of
was buried in Gilroy. Ninetyhree years later in 1976, the simple wooden cross on his grave
substitutedwvith a granite headstonécont€dog 3History)
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History (from Pg 2

Amador,s fascinating memories were captured
Hubert H. Bancroft and stored dC Berkeley in 1877.
The memoirs were translated into English by Gregc
Mora-Torres inCalifornia Voices: The oral memoirs ¢

Jose Maria Amador and Lorenzo Asisara
His name is perpetuated by Amador Vall
Boulevard in Dublin, Amador High School ar
Amador Theater in Pleasanton, Amador High Sch
District, Amador City, Amador County, and Amad:
Valley. Dublin was called €Amadore for many year
Doris Kinsley and Sue Yur:
San Ramon Historic Foundatiot

For a list of materials used in this article

Tea(FromPg.1)

All of the other fine local businesses that support the Foundation are listed on our ,weipsiteww.srhf.org
Please support them and thank them for supporting our fund raising efforts.

The Tea started for guests at thgistration table here Mary Wohlers and Donna Kergeade sure oualmost
200 guests felt welcom&arol Lopez was in charge of registration signup and the logistics of assigning grol
tables.The Fountain Room at the Community Center gleamed with beautiful tables set and decorated by
Decorating Committee. Camille Thompson,s program, Shirleyn®ins favor desigand Joannéshmores flower
arrangements set the stage for a wonderful Tea.

Serving the food were students from St Raymond Catholic School assisted this year by some of their
What a successful partnership! Everyone perforswgaerbly f even when presented with various challenges.
charge of this group was Carol Rowley, vice principal of the school and a board m@ailm@randSue Yura
provided an orientation famlunteers

Masters ofCeremony this year were Joanne AshendCamille Thompson and Shirley Simmons. Each sho
their wonderful personalities and made the event even more fun. The kitchen staff was headed by Gayle ¢
onceagain this year made it happenfhe tea and water were flowing along with all tmeagj food. Of course
someone has to clean uflhat job was supervisdry Jean Ohman with Jay Jennings and volunteers from Nt
Charity League and youngsters wdigned up through City Lights.

While Jay was irthe kitchen, his wife Jane was sellitgnis from the Foundation Gift Shoppgoris Kinsley was
helping along with Susan Randazzo.

The Goodwill Bags Fashion Showvas the featured entertainment again this y@&ae models young and not <
young all looked gorgeous in the grandtage clothesindalively presentation and on stage antics added to the ft

The winner this year for the best costume was selected by Christopher Weeks and Lyndsey Silva. Susi
caught their eye with a gold satin gown agrdndblack hat purchased at our ov@ift Shop. Anne Prewittvas a
knockout in a white Victorian hat with a very dramatic feather. Ticklish people were advised to stay away fron

Finally the beautiful baskets with donated items gathered by Pat Boom and Pam Henry geradfieale toa
great day. A chocolate and port basket from Whole Fobtirketthat included 28 candy bawgs a great favorite
Yum! There was golf foursome and lunch at Bridges, a basket with 6 bottles of good wine and champagne
and onf there were twentpne different baskets to win. Congratulations to allimmers,which did not include the
writer. Oh well, next year is another tea and another ctangm a baskebn Sunday Sept 12, 2010.
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The Foundation needs your help!  We are looking for talented people like you to bring great ideas and
help to the Tea Committee. Join committed local like-minded people who want to make Forest Home
Farms the finest historic farm in the area. What better way to raise funds than providing a fun event for the
community and honoring the memory of Ruth Boone, who donated Forest Home Farms to the City of San
Ramon. Please contact Sue Yura at 828-4684 for more information.
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FALL CALENDAR OF EVENTS

What a busy fall for the Foundation
and Forest Home Farms!

The Gift Shoppe will be open along with the
Farmer€s Market throughout October.

October 15 - Informational meeting for
6:30pm potential Glass House volunteers.

October 3 to October 31 - Pumpkin Patch

10:00am-8:00pm Hay rides, educational displays on
animals, and a hay maze, plus other
special activities for children.

November 27 € December 20 - Christmas Tree Lot
10:00am to 9:00pm

December 6 - Holiday on the Farm featuring Santa, a
12:00am-4:00pm  puppet show, crafts, and much more
Members are free.

San Ramon Historic Foundation
P.O.Box 1
San Ramon, CA 94583
www.srhf.org

President Vice President
Jean Ohman Dall Barley
Secretary Treasurer

Carol Lopez Mary Wohlers

Pat Boom Dale Halterman Donna Kerger
Doris Kinsley CaroRowley Sue Yura
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